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(57) ABSTRACT

An image generation method is provided for generating an
output image from an input image acquired by an image
sensor that has an array of multiple pixels, each of which has
arranged therein multiple sub-pixels that each receive a light
beam that passes through a different pupil sub-area of an
imaging optical system. The method includes a step of gen-
erating multiple parallax images that respectively correspond
to the different pupil sub-areas; a step of generating multiple
pixel shifted images by performing different shifting for each
of the parallax images according to a virtual image forming
plane of the imaging optical system; and a step of generating
an output image that has a higher resolution than the resolu-
tion of the parallax images from the pixel shifted images
through composition processing.
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PARALLAX IMAGE GENERATION METHOD,
IMAGE GENERATION APPARATUS,
PROGRAM, AND STORAGE MEDIUM

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is a national stage application of Interna-
tional Application No. PCT/JP2012/082116 filed Dec. 5,
2012, whose benefit is claimed and which claims the benefit
of Japanese Patent Application No. 2012-005661, filed Jan.
13, 2012, the entire disclosures of which are incorporated
herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to an image generation
method, and an image generation apparatus.

BACKGROUND ART

An image capture apparatus has been proposed in which
the exit pupil of the imaging lens is divided into multiple pupil
areas, and multiple parallax images corresponding to the
divided pupil areas can be captured at the same time.

U.S. Pat. No. 4,410,804 discloses an image capture appa-
ratus that uses a two-dimensional image sensor in which one
microlens and multiple divided photo-electric converters are
formed with respect to one pixel. The divided photo-electric
converters are configured so as to receive light from different
pupil sub-areas of the exit pupil of the imaging lens via one
microlens, and thus pupil division is performed. Multiple
parallax images that correspond to the divided pupil sub-areas
can be generated from the signals obtained due to light recep-
tion in the divided photo-electric converters. Japanese Patent
Laid-Open No. 2001-083407 discloses the generation of a
captured image by adding together all of the signals obtained
due to light reception in the divided photo-electric converters.

The multiple parallax images that are captured are equiva-
lent to light field (LF) data, which is information on a spatial
distribution of light intensity and an angle distribution. Stan-
ford Tech Report CTSR 2005-02, 1 (2005) discloses refocus-
ing technology in which the focal position of a captured
image is modified after capturing by compositing an image at
avirtual image forming plane that is different from the image
sensing plane using LF data that has been acquired.

However, although multiple parallax images can be
acquired at the same time in the above-described conven-
tional examples due to dividing the exit pupil of the imaging
lens into multiple areas, there is the problem of a reduction in
the spatial resolution of the captured image that is generated
from the parallax images.

SUMMARY OF INVENTION

The present invention was achieved in view of the above-
described problems, and generates a captured image that has
a high spatial resolution from multiple parallax images.

An image generation method according to a first aspect of
the present invention is an image generation method for gen-
erating an output image from an input image acquired by an
image sensor that has an array of a plurality of pixels, each of
which has arranged therein a plurality of sub-pixels that each
receive a light beam that passes through a different pupil
sub-area of an imaging optical system, the method including:
a step of generating a plurality of parallax images that respec-
tively correspond to the different pupil sub-areas based on the
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input image; a step of generating a plurality of pixel shifted
images by performing different non-integral shifting for each
of the plurality of parallax images according to a virtual
image forming plane of the imaging optical system that is
different from an image sensing plane at which the image
sensor is arranged; and a step of generating an output image
that has a higher resolution than each of the resolutions of the
plurality of parallax images from the plurality of pixel shifted
images through composition processing.

Also, according to a second aspect of the present invention,
a program causes a computer to execute the steps of the
above-described image generation method.

Also, according to a third aspect of the present invention, a
computer-readable storage medium stores a program for
causing a computer to execute the steps of the above-de-
scribed image generation method.

Also, according to a fourth aspect of the present invention,
an image generation apparatus comprises an image sensor
configured to acquire an input image, wherein the image
sensor has an array of a plurality of pixels, each of which has
arranged therein a plurality of sub-pixels that each receive a
light beam that passes through a different pupil sub-area of an
imaging optical system; a first generation means configured
to generate a plurality of parallax images that respectively
correspond to the different pupil sub-areas based on the input
image; a second generation means configured to generate a
plurality of pixel shifted images by performing different shift-
ing for each of the plurality of parallax images according to a
virtual image forming plane of the imaging optical system
that is different from an image sensing plane at which the
image sensor is arranged; and a composition means config-
ured to generate an output image that has a higher resolution
than the resolution of the parallax images from the plurality of
pixel shifted images through composition processing.

Further features of the present invention will become
apparent from the following description of exemplary
embodiments with reference to the attached drawings.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram of an image
capture apparatus according to embodiments of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a pixel array according to
embodiments of the present invention.

FIGS. 3A and 3B are a schematic plan view and a sche-
matic cross-sectional view of a pixel according to embodi-
ments of the present invention.

FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram for describing a pixel and
pupil division according to embodiments of the present
invention.

FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram for describing an image
sensor and pupil division according to embodiments of the
present invention.

FIG. 6 is a schematic diagram of a relationship between
sub-pixels and angle information that can be acquired accord-
ing to embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a diagram for describing a refocusable range
according to embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a flowchart of image generation according to a
first embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a diagram for describing pixel shift in parallax
images according to embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 10 shows an example of a relational expression
between an output image and a pixel shifted image according
to embodiments of the present invention.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart of image generation according to a
second embodiment of the present invention.



US 9,344,624 B2

3
DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

Embodiments of the present invention will be described
below in detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.

First Embodiment

FIG. 1 is a configuration diagram of a camera as an image
capture apparatus that has an image sensor according to a first
embodiment of the present invention. In FIG. 1, reference
numeral 101 denotes a first lens group arranged at the leading
end of an imaging optical system, and this lens group is held
s0 as to be capable of moving forward and backward in the
optical axis direction. Reference numeral 102 denotes an
aperture/shutter that not only adjusts the amount of light in
image capturing by performing opening diameter adjustment,
but also functions as a shutter for adjusting the light exposure
time in still image capturing. Reference numeral 103 denotes
a second lens group. The second lens group 103 can move
forward and backward in the optical axis direction together
with the aperture/shutter 102, and realizes a magnification
effect (zoom function) by moving in conjunction with for-
ward/backward movement of the first lens group 101.

Reference numeral 105 denotes a third lens group that
adjusts the focal point by moving forward and backward in
the optical axis direction. Reference numeral 106 denotes an
optical low-pass filter, which is an optical element for reduc-
ing false coloring and moiré that appear in captured images.
Reference numeral 107 denotes an image sensor configured
by a two-dimensional CMOS photosensor and peripheral
circuitry, and this image sensor is arranged at the image
forming plane of the imaging optical system.

Reference numeral 111 denotes a zoom actuator that per-
forms a magnification operation by driving elements from the
first lens group 101 to the third lens group 105 in the optical
axis direction by rotating a cam barrel (not shown). Reference
numeral 112 denotes an aperture/shutter actuator that adjusts
the amount of captured light by controlling the opening diam-
eter of the aperture/shutter 102, as well as controls the light
exposure time in still image capturing. Reference numeral
114 denotes a focus actuator that adjusts the focal point by
driving the third lens group 105 forward and backward in the
optical axis direction.

Reference numeral 115 denotes an electronic flash for sub-
ject illumination in image capturing, and is preferably a flash
illumination apparatus that uses a xenon tube, but may be an
illumination apparatus that includes a continuous-emission
LED. Reference numeral 116 denotes an AF auxiliary light
apparatus that projects a mask image having a predetermined
pattern of openings into the subject field via a projection lens
so as to improve focus detection capability with respect to
darks subjects and low-contrast subjects.

Reference numeral 121 denotes a CPU in the camera that
performs various types of control with respect to the camera
body, has an arithmetic portion, a ROM, a RAM, an A/D
converter, a D/A converter, a communication interface cir-
cuit, and the like, and drives various circuits in the camera
based on a predetermined program stored in the ROM. This
CPU also executes a series of operations such as AF, image
capturing, image generation, and recording. The CPU 121 is
an image generation means, a parallax image generation
means, a pixel shifted image generation means, and a super-
resolution processing means of the present invention.

Reference numeral 122 denotes an electronic flash control
circuit that performs control for lighting the electronic flash
115 in synchronization with an image capturing operation.
Reference numeral 123 denotes an auxiliary light driver cir-
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cuit that performs control for lighting the AF auxiliary light
apparatus 116 in synchronization with a focus detection
operation. Reference numeral 124 denotes an image sensor
driver circuit that controls image capturing operations of the
image sensor 107, as well as subjects an acquired image
signal to A/D conversion and transmits the converted image
signal to the CPU 121. Reference numeral 125 denotes an
image processing circuit that performs processing such as y
conversion, color interpolation, and JPEG compression on an
image that was acquired by the image sensor 107.

Reference numeral 126 denotes a focus driver circuit that
adjusts the focal point by performing control for driving the
focus actuator 114 based on a focus detection result so as to
move the third lens group 105 forward and backward in the
optical axis direction. Reference numeral 128 denotes an
aperture/shutter driver circuit that controls the opening diam-
eter of the aperture/shutter 102 by performing control for
driving the aperture/shutter actuator 112. Reference numeral
129 denotes a zoom driver circuit that drives the zoom actua-
tor 111 in accordance with a zoom operation that was per-
formed by a photographer.

Reference numeral 131 denotes a display apparatus such as
an LCD that displays information regarding the camera
shooting mode, a preview image before image capturing, an
image for checking after image capturing, an image indicat-
ing the focus state in focus detection, and the like. Reference
numeral 132 denotes an operation switch group that is con-
figured by a power switch, a release (shooting trigger) switch,
a zoom operation switch, a shooting mode selection switch,
and the like. Reference numeral 133 denotes a removable
flash memory that records captured images.

FIG. 2 is a schematic diagram of a pixel array and a sub-
pixel array in the image sensor of the present embodiment.

FIG. 2 shows a 4x4 pixel array range in the pixel array and
a 16x16 sub-pixel array range in the sub-pixel array in the
two-dimensional CMOS sensor (image sensor) of the present
embodiment. Many of the 4x4 pixel arrays (16x16 sub-pixel
arrays) shown in FIG. 2 are arranged on the surface to make
the acquisition of an image possible. The present embodiment
describes an image sensor that has a pixel period AX of20 um
and an effective pixel count NLF of approximately 2.2 mil-
lion pixels (1,800 columns horizontallyx1,200 rows verti-
cally), that is to say, a sub-pixel period Ax of 5 um and an
effective sub-pixel count N of approximately 34.6 million
pixels (7,200 columns horizontallyx4,800 rows vertically).

In the first embodiment, in a 2x2 pixel group 200 shown in
FIG. 2, pixels 200G that have G (green) spectral sensitivity
are arranged as pixels at diagonal positions, and a pixel 200R
that has R (red) spectral sensitivity and a pixel 200B that has
B (blue) spectral sensitivity are arranged as the other two
pixels. Furthermore, NOxNO (a 4x4 array of) sub-pixels 201
t0 216 are arranged in a two-dimensional array in each pixel.

FIG. 3A is a plan view of one of the pixels 200G in the
image sensor shown in FIG. 2 as viewed from the light receiv-
ing face side (+z side) of the image sensor, and FIG. 3B is a
cross-sectional view of the same pixel taken along a-a in FIG.
3A and viewed from the -y side.

As shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B, the pixel 200G of the
present embodiment is provided with a microlens 305 for
focusing incident light on the light-receiving side of the pixel,
and is provided with photo-electric converters 301 to 316 that
are divided into NO areas (four areas) in the x direction and N6
areas (four areas) in the y direction. The photo-electric con-
verters 301 to 316 respectively correspond to the sub-pixels
201 to 216 in FIG. 2.

The photo-electric converters 301 to 316 may be pin-struc-
ture photodiodes in which an intrinsic layer is sandwiched
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between a p layer and an n layer, or, as necessary, may be
pn-junction photodiodes in which the intrinsic layer is omit-
ted.

In each pixel, a color filter 306 is formed between the
microlens 305 and the photo-electric converters 301 to 316.
Also, for each sub-pixel, the spectral transmittance of the
color filter may be changed, or the color filter may be omitted,
as necessary.

Light that enters the pixel 200G shown in FIGS. 3A and 3B
is focused by the microlens 305, filtered by the color filter
306, and then received by the photo-electric converters 301 to
316.

In each photo-electric converter, pairs of an electron and a
hole are generated according to the amount of received light
and separated by a depletion layer, and then negatively
charged electrons are accumulated in the n layer (not shown),
whereas the holes are discharged outside the image sensor via
the p layer, which is connected to a constant voltage source
(not shown).

The following describes a pupil division means of the first
embodiment. FIG. 4 is a schematic diagram showing the
correspondence relationship between pupil division and the
photo-electric converters 301 to 316 (sub-pixels 201 to 216).
FIG. 4 is a cross-sectional view of the pixel 200G shown in
FIG. 3A taken along a-a and viewed from the +y side, and
shows the exit pupil face of the imaging optical system. In
FIG. 4, the x axis and the y axis in the cross-sectional view are
the opposite of those in FIGS. 3A and 3B in order to corre-
spond to the coordinate axes of the exit pupil face.

The image sensor is arranged in the vicinity of the image
forming plane of the imaging lens (imaging optical system),
and light beams from a subject pass through an exit pupil 400
of'the imaging optical system and enter respective pixels. The
plane at which the image sensor is arranged is the image
sensing plane. Due to the microlens, pupil sub-areas 501 to
516 are in an approximately conjugate relationship with the
light receiving faces of the photo-electric converters 301 to
316 (sub-pixels 201 to 216) that are divided into NOxNO areas
(4x4 areas), and these pupil sub-areas represent pupil sub-
areas from which light can be received by the corresponding
photo-electric converters (sub-pixels). The exit pupil 400 of
the imaging optical system is divided in Np (Np=NOxNO)
different pupil sub-areas, where Np is the pupil division
count. Letting F be the aperture value of the imaging optical
system, the effective aperture value of pupil sub-areas is
approximately NOF. Also, a pupil area 500 is the pupil area
from which the entire pixel 200G can receive light when all of
the photo-electric converters 301 to 316 (sub-pixels 201 to
216) that are divided into NOxNGO areas (4x4 areas) are com-
bined.

The following describes parallax image generation in the
present embodiment. FIG. 5 is a schematic diagram showing
the correspondence relationship between pupil division and
the image sensor of the present embodiment. In each pixel of
the image sensor, the photo-electric converters 301 to 316
(sub-pixels 201 to 216) that are divided into NOxNO areas
(4x4 areas) each receive a light beam that passed through a
different pupil sub-area among the pupil sub-areas 501 to
516. Inthe present embodiment, an input image is acquired by
the image sensor that has an array of multiple pixels, each of
which has arranged therein multiple sub-pixels that each
receive a light beam that passes through a different pupil
sub-area of the imaging optical system.

A parallax image that corresponds to a specified pupil
sub-area among the pupil sub-areas 501 to 516 of the imaging
optical system can be obtained by, for each pixel, selecting a
signal from a specified sub-pixel among the sub-pixels 201 to
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216 (photo-electric converters 301 to 316). For example, a
parallax image that corresponds to the pupil sub-area 509 of
the imaging optical system can be obtained by selecting the
signal from the sub-pixel 209 (photo-electric converter 309)
for each pixel. The same follows for the other sub-pixels as
well. Based on the input image acquired by the image sensor
of the present embodiment, multiple (pupil division count
Np) parallax images that respectively correspond to the dif-
ferent pupil sub-areas and have a resolution equal to the
effective pixel count can be generated.

Also, a captured image with a resolution equal to the effec-
tive pixel count can be generated by adding together all of the
signals from the sub-pixels 201 to 216 for each pixel.

The following describes the refocusable range. FIG. 6 is a
schematic diagram of the relationship between sub-pixels and
angle information that can be acquired according to the
present embodiment. Given the sub-pixel period Ax and the
number of sub-pixel areas Np=NOxN6O per pixel, the pixel
period AX is obtained by AX=NBOAx. Here, A6 is the angular
resolution, and letting © be the estimated elevation of the exit
pupil of the imaging optical system, AB=0/NO is obtained.
Using paraxial approximation, where F is the aperture value
of the imaging optical system, the relational expression
NOF=1/A0 approximately holds. Among all of the light
beams that enter the pixels, the sub-pixels 212 to 209 receive
light beams that have angles of incidence 60 to 03 respec-
tively. Light beams whose angles of incidence have a range of
the angular resolution A6 enter the sub-pixels.

FIG. 7 is a schematic diagram for describing the refocus-
able range of the present embodiment. In FIG. 7, pixels Xi
(i=0 to NLF-1) of the image sensor arranged at the image
sensing plane are illustratively represented by line segments.
In the i-th pixel Xi, light beams that entered at the angles Oa
(a=0 to N®-1) are received by the sub-pixels. The signals
from the sub-pixels that received light are denoted by Li,a
(a=01to NO-1). With the image sensor of the present embodi-
ment, light field (LF) data, which is information on a spatial
distribution of light intensity and an angle distribution, can be
acquired, and the LF data is constituted by multiple parallax
images respectively corresponding to the different pupil sub-
areas as described above.

After image capturing, it is possible to generate (perform
refocus processing), based on the LF data (multiple parallax
images), an image at a virtual image forming plane that is
different from the image sensing plane at which the image
sensor is arranged and the sub-pixels Li,a were acquired. A
refocused image can be generated at a virtual image forming
plane by translating all of the sub-pixel signals Li,a along the
respective angles 0a from the image sensing plane to the
virtual image forming plane, distributing the signals to virtual
pixels in the virtual image forming plane, and then perform-
ing weighted addition. The coefficient used in the weighted
addition is determined such that all of the values are positive
and have a sum of 1.

There is a limit to a distance (maximum refocus amount)
dmax from the image sensing plane to the virtual image
forming plane at which refocusing is possible while main-
taining a resolution equal to the effective pixel count NLF,
and this maximum refocus amount dmax is approximately
determined by Expression (1).

AX  NJFAX =N, FA W
tandg ~ erAA T HPEAY

e =
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As shown in FIG. 7, when the sub-pixel signals Li,a from
the pixel Xi are translated along the respective angles 0a, the
horizontal interval between the sub-pixel signals Li,a
becomes greater than the pixel period AX when the maximum
refocus amount dmax is exceeded. For this reason, in the case
of conventional light transmission, there are areas where
information is lost because none of the sub-pixel signals Li,a
arrive, regardless of being an area where transmitted light
from the pixel Xi should be received.

In the present embodiment, the exit pupil of the imaging
optical system having the aperture value F decreases in area
upon being divided into NOxN6 pupil areas, and the effective
aperture value of the pupil sub-areas increases to NOF. As the
focal depth increases, parallax images having a wider focal
range can be obtained, and an image at a virtual image form-
ing plane can be composited from these parallax images. The
third member in Expression (1) shows that refocusing can be
performed in the range in which the effective aperture value
NOF of the pupil sub-areas increases and the focal depth
increases. Although refocus processing from the image sens-
ing plane in the rearward focus direction has been described,
the same follows for refocus processing in the forward focus
direction.

The following describes an image processing method for
generating an output image from an input image of the present
embodiment with reference to the flowchart of FIG. 8. Note
that the operations in the flowchart of FIG. 8 are executed by
the CPU 121, which is the image generation means, the par-
allax image generation means, the pixel shifted image gen-
eration means, and the super-resolution processing means of
the present embodiment.

In step S100, an input image is acquired by the image
sensor that has an array of multiple pixels, each of which has
arranged therein multiple sub-pixels (the sub-pixels 201 to
216) that each receive a light beam that passes through a
different pupil sub-area of the imaging optical system. It is
also possible to use an input image that was captured by the
image sensor having the above configuration in advance and
stored in a recording medium.

In step S200, a parallax image that corresponds to a speci-
fied pupil sub-area among the pupil sub-areas 501 to 516 of
the imaging optical system is generated by, for each pixel,
selecting a signal from a specified sub-pixel among the sub-
pixels 201 to 216 from the input image. Based on the input
image, multiple parallax images that respectively correspond
to the different pupil sub-areas and have a resolution equal to
the effective pixel count are generated.

In step S300, multiple pixel shifted images are generated
by, for each of the parallax images generated in step S200,
performing different non-integral shifting according to a vir-
tual image forming plane of the imaging optical system that is
different from the image sensing plane at which the image
sensor is arranged.

FIG. 9 is a diagram for describing pixel shift in parallax
images. Although the following describes only the x direction
for the sake of simplicity, the same follows for the y direction
as well. A light beam that passes through the a-th pupil sub-
area and enters the i-th pixel Xi (i=0 to NLF-1) in the x
direction on the image sensing plane at the angle 6a (a=0 to
N6-1) is received by the sub-pixels, and thus sub-pixel sig-
nals Li,a are obtained. An image is generated by, for each
pixel, selecting the sub-pixel signal Li,a that entered at the
a-th angle 0a, and that image is the parallax image that cor-
responds to the a-th pupil sub-area.
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Since there is no pixel shift in the parallax images at the
image sensing plane, pixel shift super-resolution processing
cannot be performed while in this state. In view of this, in the
present embodiment, multiple pixel shifted images are gen-
erated by performing translation along the angle 6a for each
of'the parallax images to a virtual image forming plane that is
different from the image sensing plane. At this time, in order
to be able to perform pixel shift super-resolution processing
using multiple pixel shifted images, a distance d between the
image sensing plane and the virtual image forming plane is set
such that the amount of shift in the horizontal direction is a
non-integer. Also, in order to prevent a reduction in resolu-
tion, it is desirable that the distance d between the image
sensing plane and the virtual image forming plane is greater
than 0 and less than or equal to the maximum refocus amount
dmax=NpFAx.

In the present embodiment, the distance d between the
image sensing plane and the virtual image forming plane is set
to d=dmax/NO6=FAX. As shown in FIG. 9, if the distance d
between the image sensing plane and the virtual image form-
ing plane is set to d=dmax/N6, and pixel shifting is performed
through translation along the angle 6a for each of the parallax
images, it is possible to generate multiple pixel shifted images
in which the amount of shift between the NO parallax images
in the x direction is uniformly AX/NO. Since a permissible
circle of confusion d is greater than or equal to the pixel period
AX (0=AX), the relation d<F9 holds. This enables generating
multiple pixel shifted images by performing non-integral
shifting (shifting by the non-integral factor 1/N6 of the pixel
period AX) for each of the parallax images necessarily within
the focal depth F9d of the imaging optical system.

In step S400, super-resolution processing is performed
such that an output image whose resolution is higher than the
resolution of each of the parallax images is generated from the
multiple pixel shifted images that were generated in step
S300.

FIG. 9 shows the relationship in the present embodiment
that a super-resolution pixel xp=xi,a and a super-resolution
pixel signal lp=li,a at the position p=N06i+a (4i+a) in the x
direction after super-resolution processing have with the
pixel Xiand sub-pixel signal Lu=[ i,a at the i-th position in the
x direction before super-resolution processing. At this time,
the relational expression of Expression (2) holds between the
super-resolution pixel signal 1y and the sub-pixel signal L. A
determinant My, 11' is a sparse matrix. Expression (2) is explic-
itly shown in FIG. 10.

N-1

Lyengiva = E

=0

@

1 1 N-1
MZ 5‘%‘,}1‘, = Myywly
k=2 =0

Expression (2) is a relational expression between the super-
resolution pixel signal Ip and the sub-pixel signal Ly arrayed
one-dimensionally. Given p=Nb6i+a and v=N6j+b (i,j=0 to
NLF-1; a,b=0to N8-1), the relational expression of Expres-
sion (3) holds between the super-resolution pixel signal 1p,v
and sub-pixel signal Lp,v arrayed two-dimensionally. A
determinant Mp,v,)',v' is a sparse matrix. In the present
embodiment, the relational expression of Expression (3) cor-
responds to the generation of multiple pixel shifted images by
performing non-integral shifting on each of the parallax
images in step S300.
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Accordingly, using the inverse matrix M~'u,v,u',v' of the
determinant M, v,u',v', the relational expression of Expres-
sion (4) holds between the super-resolution pixel signal 1p,v
and the sub-pixel signal Lp,v.

N-L N-1 4

by = Z 2 M;zlv,u’,v’Lu’,V’

=0 v'=0

In step S400, an output image (super-resolution pixel sig-
nal lp,v) is generated through super-resolution processing for
obtaining the inverse matrix M~y v,t,v' of the determinant
Mu,v,w',v' and performing compositing using the relational
expression of Expression (4). The inverse matrix M~ ",v,u',v'
may be obtained in advance as necessary.

In the present embodiment, the sampling period in the x
direction after super-resolution processing is AX/NO=Ax,
which is the same as the sub-pixel period. Accordingly, an
output image whose resolution is equal to the effective sub-
pixel count (the factor Np=NOxNB6 of the resolution equal to
the effective pixel count) can be generated through the super-
resolution processing.

A configuration is possible in which, as necessary, the
super-resolution pixel signal lu,v, the inverse matrix M™p,v,
w',v', and the sub-pixel signal Ly,v in Expressions (3) and (4)
are respectively subjected to Fourier transformation, super-
resolution processing is performed in the frequency space,
and then inverse Fourier transformation is performed.

As necessary, dark correction, shading correction, demo-
saicing processing, and the like may be performed on one or
a combination of the input image, the parallax images, the
pixel shifted images, and the output image.

The output image generated through the above-described
image generation method is displayed by the display appara-
tus 131.

The present embodiment is one example of an image cap-
ture apparatus that has an image generation means for per-
forming the above-described image generation method. Also,
the present embodiment is one example of a display apparatus
that has an image generation means for performing the above-
described image generation method.

According to the above configuration, a captured image
that has a high spatial resolution can be generated from mul-
tiple parallax images.

Second Embodiment

The following describes an image processing method for
generating an output image from an input image according to
a second embodiment of the present invention with reference
to the flowchart of FIG. 11. Note that the operations in the
flowchart of FIG. 11 are executed by the CPU 121, which is
the image generation means, the parallax image generation
means, the pixel shifted image generation means, and the
super-resolution processing means of the present embodi-
ment.
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The processing up to the generation of multiple parallax
images that respectively correspond to the different pupil
sub-areas and have a resolution equal to the effective pixel
count based on the input image in step S200 is similar to that
in the first embodiment.

In the present embodiment, first, super-resolution process-
ing in the x direction is performed, and then super-resolution
processing in the y direction is performed. Similarly to the
first embodiment, the distance d between the image sensing
plane and the virtual image forming plane is set to d=dmax/
Ne.

First, in step S310, translation along the angle 0a is per-
formed for each “x direction only” parallax image, and mul-
tiple x-direction pixel shifted images are generated by per-
forming x-direction non-integral shifting (shifting by the
non-integral factor 1/N6 of the pixel period AX). The rela-
tional expression of Expression (5) corresponds to the gen-
eration of multiple x-direction pixel shifted images by per-
forming x-direction non-integral shifting on each of the
parallax images in step S310.

N-1

Lyy= E
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In step S410, multiple x-direction super-resolution images
are generated by solving the simultaneous equation of
Expression (5) for the super-resolution pixel signal lp,v.
Expression (5) can be explicitly described as the recurrence
formulas in Expressions (6a) to (6d). The recurrence formulas
in Expressions (6a) to (6d) can be sequentially solved for the
super-resolution pixel signal lu,v, and there is no need to
obtain the inverse matrix M~'p,u' of the determinant M.,
thus making it possible to simplify the arithmetic processing.
In this way, x-direction super-resolution processing is per-
formed through steps S310 and S410.

1 (6a)
Loy = z(lo,v +11y)
1 (6b)
L, = §(lo,v +ly+hy)
1 X (6¢)
L= Z(li—Z,v +hoyy+hiy +lhiy), i=2 . Npp=2
(6d)

1
Lot = g g + Iy et + vy pe10)

Next, in step S320, translation along the angle 6b is per-
formed for each “y direction only” x-direction pixel shifted
image, and multiple y-direction pixel shifted images are gen-
erated by performing y-direction non-integral shifting (shift-
ing by the non-integral factor 1/N6 of the pixel period AX).
Recurrence formulas similar to those of Expressions (6a) to
(6d) hold between the y-direction pixel shifted images and the
super-resolution pixel signal 1y, v as well.

In step S420, the recurrence formulas expressing the rela-
tionship between the y-direction pixel shifted images and the
super-resolution pixel signal I, v are sequentially solved for
the super-resolution pixel signal v, and thus an output
image (super-resolution pixel signal 1p1,v) is generated.

Similarly to the first embodiment, in the present embodi-
ment as well, the sampling period in the x direction after
super-resolution processing is AX/NO=Ax, which is the same



US 9,344,624 B2

11

as the sub-pixel period. Accordingly, an output image whose
resolution is equal to the effective sub-pixel count (the factor
Np=NOxNO of the resolution equal to the effective pixel
count) can be generated through the super-resolution process-
ing. Other aspects are similar to those in the first embodiment.

According to the above configuration, a captured image
that has a high spatial resolution can be generated from mul-
tiple parallax images.

Other Embodiments

Aspects of the present invention can also be realized by a
computer of a system or apparatus (or devices such as a CPU
or MPU) that reads out and executes a program recorded on a
memory device to perform the functions of the above-de-
scribed embodiments, and by a method, the steps of which are
performed by a computer of a system or apparatus by, for
example, reading out and executing a program recorded on a
memory device to perform the functions of the above-de-
scribed embodiments. For this purpose, the program is pro-
vided to the computer for example via a network or from a
recording medium of various types serving as the memory
device (e.g., computer-readable medium).

While the present invention has been described with refer-
ence to exemplary embodiments, it is to be understood that
the invention is not limited to the disclosed exemplary
embodiments. The scope of the following claims is to be
accorded the broadest interpretation so as to encompass all
such modifications and equivalent structures and functions.

This application claims the benefit of Japanese Patent
Application No. 2012-005661, filed Jan. 13, 2012, which is
hereby incorporated by reference herein in its entirety.

The invention claimed is:

1. An image generation method for generating an output
image from an input image acquired by an image sensor that
has an array of a plurality of pixels, each of which has
arranged therein a plurality of sub-pixels that each receive a
light beam that passes through a different pupil sub-area of an
imaging optical system, the method comprising:

a step of generating a plurality of parallax images that
respectively correspond to the different pupil sub-areas
based on the input image;

a step of generating a plurality of pixel shifted images by
performing different shifting for each of the plurality of
parallax images according to a virtual image forming
plane of the imaging optical system that is different from
an image sensing plane at which the image sensor is
arranged; and

a step of generating an output image that has a higher
resolution than the resolution of the parallax images
from the plurality of pixel shifted images through com-
position processing.
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2. The image generation method according to claim 1,
wherein letting Np be the number of different pupil sub-areas
of the imaging optical system, F be an aperture value of the
imaging optical system, and Ax be the period of the sub-
pixels, the distance between the image sensing plane and the
virtual image forming plane is less than or equal to NpFAx.

3. The image generation method according to claim 1,
wherein letting F be an aperture value of the imaging optical
system, and O be the diameter of a permissible circle of
confusion, the distance between the image sensing plane and
the virtual image forming plane is less than or equal to a focal
depth Fa.

4. The image generation method according to claim 2,
wherein an amount of shift in the shifting for each of the
plurality of parallax images is Ax.

5. A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
that stores a program for causing a computer to execute the
steps of the image generation method according to claim 1.

6. An image generation apparatus comprising:

an image sensor configured to acquire an input image,

wherein the image sensor has an array of a plurality of
pixels, each of which has arranged therein a plurality of
sub-pixels that each receive a light beam that passes
through a different pupil sub-area of an imaging optical
system; and

one or more processors configured to:

generate a plurality of parallax images that respectively

correspond to the different pupil sub-areas based on the
input image;

generate a plurality of pixel shifted images by performing

different shifting for each of the plurality of parallax
images according to a virtual image forming plane ofthe
imaging optical system that is different from an image
sensing plane at which the image sensor is arranged; and
generate an output image that has a higher resolution than
the resolution of the parallax images from the plurality
of pixel shifted images through composition processing.

7. The image generation apparatus according to claim 6,
wherein letting Np be the number of different pupil sub-areas
of the imaging optical system, F be an aperture value of the
imaging optical system, and Ax be the period of the sub-
pixels, the distance between the image sensing plane and the
virtual image forming plane is less than or equal to NpFAx.

8. The image generation apparatus according to claim 6,
wherein letting F be an aperture value of the imaging optical
system, and O be the diameter of a permissible circle of
confusion, the distance between the image sensing plane and
the virtual image forming plane is less than or equal to a focal
depth Fa.

9. The image generation apparatus according to claim 7,
wherein an amount of shift in the shifting for each of the
plurality of parallax images is Ax.
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